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All Addl. CPFC{Zones)

Subject:- Constitution of fresh panel of advocates to represent EPFO before various Legal
Fora - Regarding

}, B Sir,

Please refer to this office circular 10. LCO(I2YCPFC RefiPU3865 dated 16.5.2014 vide

o6 Lieall, 0 Gl R | s

Sopmi which eomprchtnswc'_gmdc:lmes on proper handling of legal cases in field offices of EPFQ were
¥ £hacile s 1sstied

ot 3.5 vd) Blneleis

2. Attenition s drawn towards Para 4(g) of circular regarding ehigibility criteria for
%ﬂ » )cmpanéime’n( of advocates wherein it was mentioned that the eligibility of empanelment of
5\“:) ,‘;,)\
(0

R 3. The matter has been re-exaniined at Head office and it has been decided that in order to
swengthen the defence mechanism before various legal fora. the eligibility eriteria for
empanelment has been' revised 1o Ten Years for High Court/EPFAT, CAT, DCDRF, State

;{/5{: ¥ Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission  NCDRC and lower courts.

advocates may not be less than {ive years,

4. Accordingly, Head office has initiated the process of constitution of fresh panel of
advocates 10 represent CBT. EPF befare Hon'ble Supreme Court of India, High Court of Delhi
and EPF Appellate Tribunal, New Delhi for the block year 2017-19 as per the revised criteria.
A potice on 02.02.2017 in this regard has been hosted on the official website of EPFO on
ht
wherein criteria for empanelment of advocates have been prescribed ‘which holds good for

AV

dia.com site docs POFs/Updates Empanelment Advocate HO_2017.pdr

empanclment of advocates by the field offices 100,



5. Accordingly, all Zonal ACCs are requested 1o prepare a fresh puanel of zdvocates for
various judicial fora {viz. EPFAT, Bengalury, CAT, various High Courts, DCDRF, SCDRC.
NCDRC, Lower Counts) under their jurisdiction following the criteria prescribed by Head Office.
The empanelied advocates of existing panel may be informed regarding constitution of fresh
panel and they may be advised to apply afresh in-the prescribed Proforma {copy enclosed), if
they wish to be included in the fresh panel to be constinuted. It may also be clarified to the
concerned Advocates that being in the existing panel of EPFQ for various judicial fora does not
bestow any right or elaim for selection in the fresh panc] of Advocates to be constituied as per
the revised criteria.

6. It must be ensured that only the competent and vapable advocates are empanelied for
defending the cases on behall of CBT, EPF in all legal fora. A three-member selection
commmittes may be formed 10 screen and interact with the eligible applicant advocates 10 assess
suitability for empanelment of Advocates for various courts as foliows.

(1) A retired High Court Judge from the concerned stateizone

(2) Legal Advisor of EPFO

(3} Zonal ACC (Convenor)

7. This may please be given top prionty.

(This issues with the approyal of CPFC)

‘odrs faithfully,

Enclosure:- As above
Add), Central P.F Com
Copy to :-

RPFC-in-charge of Regions for infarmation and necessary action,
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LC-3(14)2010/EPFAT/VOLY 4 \ Date: 27.4.2017

Subject:- Constitution of fresh panel of advocates to represent EPFO before various Legal
Fora — Regarding
Sir,

Flcase refer fo this office ciroular no. LC-9(12)CPEC ReffPr3865 dated 16.5.2014 vide
which comprehensive guidelines on proper handling of legal cases in ficld offices of EPFO were

2, Attention 15 drawn towards Para Ag) of circufar regarding eligibility criteria for
@U/\q $ %:mpanelme‘nt' of advocates wherein it was mentioned that the eligibility of empanciment of
5\5\ N advocates ‘may not be less than five years.

gC
o 3. The maner has been re-examined at Head office and it has been decided that in order 10
strengthen the defence mechanism before various Jegal fora. the eligibility criteris’ for
empanelment ‘has been revised © Ten Years for High Court/EPFAT. CAT, DCDRE, State

%{-; y  Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission , NCDRC and lower courts,

4 Accordingly, Head office has initiated the pracess of constitution of fresh panel of
advocates to represent CRT. EPF before Honble Supreme Court of India. High Court of Delhi
and EPF Appellate Tribunal, New Delhi for the block year 2017-19 as per the revised criteria.
A wotice o.n :02;1)2.2017 in this regard has been hosted on the official website of EPFO. on

htp: Uwww epfindia.com‘site dDCR’-PDFS?‘UDdgtcsr'Empgnelmcm Advocate HO_2017.pdf

wherein criteria for empanelment of advocates have been prescribed which holds good for

empanelmeni of advocates by the field offices 100.



S. Accordingly, all Zonal ACCs are requested to prepare a fresh panel of advocates for
vanious judicial fora (viz. EPFAT, Bengaluru, CAT, various High Courts, DCDRF, SCDRC,
NCDRC. Lower Courts) under their jurisdiction following the criteria prescribed by Head Office.
The empanelied advocates of existing panel may be informed regarding constitution of fresh
panel and they may be advised 1o apply afresh in the prescribed Proforma (copy enclosed), if
they wish to be included in the fresh panel 10 be constituted, It may also be clarified o the
concemned Advocates that being in the existing panel of EPFO for various judicial fora does not
bestow any right or claim for selection in the fresh panel of Advocates to be constituted as per

the revised criteria,

6. It must be ensured that only the compétent and capable advocates are empanelled for.
defending the cases on behalf of CBT, EPF in all legal fora. A threc-member selection
commilies may be formed to screen and interact ‘with the eligible applicant advocdtes 10 assess
sullability for empanelment of Advacaies for various courts as follows,

(1) A retived High Court Judge from the concerned state/zone

(2) Legal Advisor of EPFO

{3) Zonal ACC (Convenor)
7. This may please be given top -ph'on‘ty.

{This issues with the.approval of CPFC)

“oyrs faithfulty,

Enclosure:- As ahove

' RMY
Addl. Central P.F CommisSioner(Legal)

Copy to :-

RPFC-in-charge of Regions for information and necessary action.
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ANELMENT OF

88160 (EPFO), on behalf of the Ceantral
tulory body of the Ministry of Labour &

> engage Pariel Counsel(s) o represent
1, Delhi High Count and

ilglet éf India /State
perience, schedule of
which the sppicayon

he forma preseribed in

Herewith. along with all ‘susporting

14 Bhikaiji Cama Place, New De .
b Telephone'- 01126175107, 25175106 .

R i n,v“::iv? all; ik o s . il
i YA < SOl 55 1)

: Theiast date of receiving A"pm"ﬂs in the prescribed format along with
Supporting documents is g3 March, 2017 till 1600 hours,

Application for empaneiment at EPFO does il confer oA
whatsoever, fo. an applicant that he/she will be e

alsoever, ‘ : Mpanelied on the panel of ERFO
Lettars to advocates confirming their empaneiment will be issued by EPFO separately.
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GUIDELINES FOR EMPANELMENT OF ADVOCATES

Following guidelines are désigned to provide and regulate the manner and
procedure for empaneliing the advocates 16 represent and assist EPFO before various
courts and for regulating the referrals of the cases and payment of feefremuneration.
These guidelines shall supersede all existing inslructions in this regard, if any, and is
subject ta change without assigning any reason.

1. Eligibility of Empaneiment

tollow the- elrglhmty cn z f
Advocates in EPFO me :

i)’ Hé\ia; mmm wflg ’ib!f‘handﬁﬁg I‘.‘-Mf «_Eemoe

Labayemalters. Arbmé'tm; e j';“_;g,anu;pgiwmesa fore Supreme Gourt of India
with & fair knowledge of abour faws 3 'ivzspﬁmiremmfo Employees Provident
nde and’ Act. 1952 {Eﬁf—'and M.P. Act, 1852},

ing ""sgsmwmmohm

i)Bes nedf regis:emn,iasga,"' weate withihe § garcouncu o

H) Haye a minimurm, f&%&!_a!ﬁ.’ fice (%Iﬁﬂ yaag; of handling Ciil, Service,
. Aebitration matters dnd other cases before & High Court with a feic knowiedge

of labol “laws with special’ reference o Employees Provident Funds and

M:sceuaneotﬁ?mm«ons Act, 1952“{3%## MM#AM 1952) :

elevant experience of Ten ye sa?"handﬁng Cisdl, Criminal,
Service, Labour, Afbxtranon matters and Bther ceses’ ‘with & fair knowledge of fabour
laws with special reference to Employees Pravident Funds and Miscelianeous
Provisions Act, 1952 (E.P.F. and M.P. Agt, 1852).

2. Tenure of Empaneiment

The Initial empanelment will be for the period of two years i.e, for the pefiod 1.4.2017
to 31.3.2018. Performance of empanslied advocates shall be reviewed at regular
interval for coptinuance in the panel of Advocate.

2iPage



3. Payment of Fee and Other Conditions

{H The fee pagaibﬁe' tothe Advocates shall be governed by the Schedule of fes annexey
as Anfiexare “C” with these quidelines asamended from tima 1o time.

(i) The Competent Authority shall have the right In exceptional cases 1o approve the
payment of a higher fee than the fae mentioned in the annexed schedule keeping in
view the Importance of the matter and the efforts put in by the advocate in a particular
case.

ity No retainer fee shall be paid toany panel Advocate merel vt e s adiocaie

~h

; S £
s A e A

4, pmca:dmwforrgmpsﬁfw, Sl

e { apply on the format presciibed by the EPFO only
10 b& empanolled for mote than one forum (e,
Lt ot | &ﬁ@y:dppfygemmyfor each

 interviewfintaraction uniess be/ she
ofisted for thesame.

mumber of applications received, EPFO
195 to be cailed for interview/interaction

v [ - >

(4 o garder any dghf on an appicart
wiiteraction and to be selected

i authority regarding sho‘nﬂstmg and sefection of

-

iiﬁéa'ﬂon. The candidature

. A list of shortlisted applicant ativosales with the date, fime and venye of
Interview will be uploaded on ourwebsite §.e. www.epfindia.gov.in

J. The applicant advocate shall bring driginal documents & the time of interview.

k. The fist ,‘011 selected advocates will be made available on EPFO website
wwwephindia.govin  Lefter to applicant advocales confirming  their
empaneimant will be issued by EPFO separately.

IjPage
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5. Duties of the Empanelied Advocates:

1. Tha Advocate shall not advise: any parly or accept any pase against the EPFQ in
f helshe has appeared or is likely to be called upon i appear for or advise which
IS hkely to affect or lead to litigation against the EPFO.

2. Timely appearance of the Counsel to. contest the cases for EPFO in the Court is a
must. Histher absence in the Caurt, without any reasonable ground and natice in
advance, will not be accepted.

3. EPFQ sends the information to the. ‘panel adyocates “through email regarding
enirustment of 2 case and anarmcet\éng-mbﬁnaﬂ i is duty of the pane! Advocates

to collect the brieficopy of: mxﬂssignmaﬂ( iaﬁer from the concerned
office of EPFO at the ea S

4. EPFQ is ﬁfé&_ 1 },k;‘(gagq %dvaeate of Rﬁ own ah@m nd an empanslied
Advocate shall mak o claim fha’ﬂaelahe aione shouk!’be entmsfedw@th EPFO's legal
matter (s) Sei A

W ny reammb}émge (e.g on
ch adeate trom’

6. The aavocates shall ac.ce;fl‘ms &e:ms :sqd mndmons Qf the emﬁanelmem as
bymeEPFOframfn'ga&oMe 3 3%

7. tnmﬂarto ensure,m'mre, dm ."‘tbﬂ'tﬁé.éqses being conweted the
Advocataacn the panelmust repod the statis

s 0f the cases aftet each daté of hearing.
sund for rety cVéi of xhe name ﬁﬁhe lawyer

%m“'pf ‘igﬁta Mmisw bf Labour &
senied, ng extr ‘M%haﬂbepaﬁiozheadvocale
2Bt fof nion ef India, Mi_,_] of Labour &

s ?*’5"’ g
g if requmed render ,éu assiatancé*io Sﬁecial or Semar Comsel engagad in a
particular cases beforg%he Supm Count i, High Gourtan ,-‘othe: ludicial bodies.

(148 T

10. Keep EPFO mformed and updated - on au-ﬁhpartam developments in lhe
designated cases, dates of hearing, order of the court on the date of its
pronouncement, supplying copy of orders/judgment efe,

11. Furnish monthly staternent about the cases represented by him/her before the

Supreme Court/High Qourt’ERF Appeliate Tribunal or any other authority and their
cutcornes.

ajPage
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APPLICATION NO, ~=--=esemanns (TO be filled by EPFI))

ad 1o ,&‘ 7 " % Y -2* 19
(To BE FILLED IN avALLA

vmmm ADVOCATES) |

To,

Regional Provident Fund Commissioner-1

gg:d vzafﬂma';1 » , Provide' nt Fund
wsm f2

14 Bhikaijl Ce

| (Legal),
chamsanon

3. [ Father's] Ausband’s Name

3. [Date of Birth

X Age o { last Date of receipt of g
plication)

6lPage




12, When any case aftended by him/her is desided against the Organisation, the
Advocale concemed must give considered opinion regarding the reasans for such
adverse order and the advisability of filing an appeal from such a decision hot later

than 5 working days of the order tkuchha copy).

13. 30% of the fees payable to the coursel shall be deducted if the certified copy of
the judgment is not handed over to the Legal cell of EPFO within three days (excluding
the time taken by the Counl in preparation of the copy) from the date of judgement.

6. Removal from Panel:

siment of a Counsel with one month's

EPFO reserves the ight o e A ?
| Sourtsi sy also tesign fram the

niofice in writing without 2ssidairs
Organisation by serving on

-

% lisble o be cancalled due 1o decurring
portolthe Advocate.

inth

Empareiment
disabiement:

.(3}'&*1595

falsé intormation

W

sseing on information felating 1o EP
ouates or any third party.

N
1\\

-'(vi),ez‘vmg?l,’?al%%n misleading information to'the EPFO relating o the proceedings of
) the ’\ o : ' . ! '_,;“; \-:. 3

R

s it

(vil) Frequent abserice from fhe
obtained by an advocate,

Sy
{ yy00-1
_ i\ {Samarendra Kumar) |
Regional P F Commissioner — {Legal)
Head Office, EPFO
- New Dethi

5|Page



S [Netlorality ' )
1. Marital Status .
7 [ Rddress for correspondence with PIN and el

|8 TParmanent Address with PIN and Phone

5 Rdiress of cffce/ehamber, T ar7, Wit
je L PIN 300 Phone

LY

13. Whether the applicant s currently on ‘the Panel of any other Government

Department/PSU/Statutory Body/Autonomous Body etc., and If yes, the details

below (Self- certified Copy of the Office Drder/letter of emparielment may be

sttached):- ! '

Neme of the TFrom o 4

| Department/PSU/Statutory | ’
Bogy/Autenomous ody | |

2.

__.!&. e bt = . it e n s



14, Whether the applicant has worked as Legal Researcher (LR) attached to any
Court/judge? If yes, the details and the supporting documents:-

Name of Court/judge __ Period of Research ____| Supporting documents
2.

15. 1f one or more advocates are associated as juniors of the applicant, their
details be provided be!ow.

S{_No. | Name of the advacate_ . LEnrolmert no. with date .

18. Wi‘aét{aer the apnﬂoaﬁ“t
in an\ria e :

ot J-{.r.’

réturn st five years? Yes/No (If yes,
please attach copies of ITRs ) '

20, Details of Bank Account/Aadhar Number be provided beiow:-
Bank Account | PAN number Aadhar Number
Details(Bank,  Account

Number, Address of the
branch and IFSC code)

B{Page



ANNEXURE- B
APPLICATION NO. Temeemeee- (To be filled by EPFO)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION SH EET
(To be filled in by existing Pane! advocates,

‘applying for fresh empanelment)
1. Name of the P.anelAdVociteh, :

evies e ay

2. Empstelied  for. New  Delhi

e

\'f .

i

§
Totsl N
. 25

N %

{Signature and name of the applicant)
Place:-
Date:-

jpPage



21. Whether any proceeding has ever been commenced of is continuing befere
the uiscip%inary Committee of the Bar Councl for slleged professional
misconduct: -

Sl No. | Details of allegatiuns and | Finding made by the Discipiinary |
| Proceedings o [Committee, _ j

A — . —«4—’—M~\‘

i

22. Whether any cnmina: qomplamt h@sg;v ver been filed or FIR registered or any
& o nst thg\lapplicarst advor:ate -

'i&eraundef

as req'uwed unéﬁe.

| Aa;f rid B

3) | also undertake to return all‘case files and records to the EPEQ as and
when required by EPFO.

4) | agree with the Fee Schedule mﬁﬁed by EPFO,

Signature of Advocate
Enrolment Number
Mobile Number
Place and Date:-

8)Page
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EMPLOYEES' PROVIDENT FUND ORGANISATION
(Ministry of Labour, Government of India)
REGIONAL OFFICE; 36/685 A, BHAVISHYANIDHI BHAVAN
P.B.NO. 1895, KALOOR, KOCHI — 682017 (Kerala)
Telephone ¢ 2341569, 2341599, Fax, 2338410

NOTICE INVITING APPLICATIONS FOR EMPANELMENT OF ADVOCATES

Counsel(s) to represent the Central Board, EPFQ before various Legal Forum (viz,
Figh Court of Kerala , District Consumer Court and Lower Courts of Ernakulam,
Thrissur and Alappuzha districts) for the block year 2019-21,

The practicing advocates who are registered with Bar Council of India/State Bar
Coundil are eligible for empanelment, The qualification, experience, schedule of. fees,
other terms and conditions and the application format in which the application has to
be made, have been prescribed.

The Advocates who are on the existing panel of EPFO shall cease to be on the
panel of EPFO after new panel is finalised against this notice. Therefore, they may aiso
apply afresh in response to the notice.

Elligible practicing advocate must submit application in the format prescribed in
Annexure”A” and Annexure”g" enclosed herewith, along with all supporting documents
In a sealed envelope to;

Regional Provident Fund Commissioner
Employees Provident Fund Qrganisation,
Regional Office, Bhavishyanidhi| Bhavan,

Kaloor, Kochi-682017.

The envelope should be superscripted as following

"

ication for Empan Iment of Advocate r_Kerala High Court
CDRF, Lower Courts, of Ernakulam Thrissur and Ala uzha districts”.

The last date for receiving applications in the prescribed format alongwith
supporting document s 24.05.20189 till 16.00 hours.

The eligibility , Qualifications and other terms and conditions for empanelment
of advocates is enclosed,

Application for emplanelment at EPFO does not confer any right/assurance
whatsoever, to an applicant that he/she will be empanelled on the panel of EPFQO.
Letters to advocates cenfirming their empanelment will ne jssued by EPFO separately,

/'
(Ebin Viswm.)q\/

Regional PF Commissfoner (Legal)
74

”
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